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INTRODUCTION

This General Index, covering Volumes 91—-120 (1971-2000), is the third to be
published in the 127-year history of The Observatory Magazine; earlier general
indices were compiled for Volumes 1—75 and 76—90 by Mr. E. G. Martin (retired
from the Royal Greenwich Observatory) and published in 1959 and 1975,
respectively. Thus this is the first to be produced without the embrace of the
Royal Observatory, where, of course, the Magazine was founded in 1877. The
previous general indices each carried a very brief résumé of the Magazine’s
history, but that luxury has been dispensed with on this occasion since a full
account is now available elsewherel.

The approach to this General Index has been somewhat different from that
undoubtedly taken by Mr. Martin; we now have at our disposal a range of tech-
nological facilities scarcely imaginable just 30 years ago. This led us to adopt
the (as it turned out, rather fanciful) notion of simply merging the 30 years of
annual indices — utilizing the last few years’ indices, which were available
directly on-line, and scanning in the earlier ones. This task was bravely under-
taken by Robert Argyle who thus committed himself to hours of tedium at the
computer terminal. Of course, the principal problem has been the oft-mentioned
“editorial kaleidoscope”, which has led to a succession of annual-index compil-
ers each taking a subtly different view as to what should be included and what
omitted, especially with respect to the Subject Index, although it is also fair to
remember that astronomy is very prone to fashion, rendering the ‘hot’ topics
of the 1970s somewhat ‘old hat’ by the 1990s. Notwithstanding these difficul-
ties, three merged indices were ultimately produced, yielding a draft General
Index resembling in format the familiar annual indices. At that point Mr. Argyle
was allowed to take a well-earned rest!

The next task was to check all entries against what actually appeared in the
Magazine, and to ensure some measure of consistency across the years. This I
undertook, taking the bound volumes of The Observatory as my constant
companion for several months. Completing the Review Index turned out to be
a fairly straightforward exercise since the book reviews constitute a reasonably
self-contained section of the publication. The only departures from some of the
earlier annual indices have been to relegate correspondence relating to reviews
to the Subject Index (although retaining cross references), to list all announce-
ments of paperback publications of books previously reviewed as hardbacks,
and generally to restrict the credited authorship of a few of the more recent
historical works to the original authors, expunging reference to translators and
editors.

The Author Index proved only slightly more troublesome, mainly in the arena
of meeting reports: where a paper was presented by one person on behalf of
one or more others (perhaps including the speaker), only the speaker is included
in the index. In the case of speakers at RAS Ordinary (A & G) meetings who
did not provide a summary (and for whom no extensive summary was provided
by the Editors), I have been forgiving and they are generally included in the
list of authors, particularly where there is reported some worthwhile debate
after the talk. However, I have not been as kind as the compiler of the annual
index for 1973 who generously included in the list of authors those who had
merely asked questions at RAS meetings; they have been expunged!

The Subject Index was an altogether different story. Here categories came
and went with time, and so did what was worthy of inclusion (e.g., the RAS
President’s mention of deceased Fellows and Associates as an entry under
‘Obituary Notices’ — deemed by me not to be); and, of course, every indexer’s
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problem of under which and in just how many categories to list a multi-faceted
paper. Naturally, regular features, such as Correspondence, Notes from
Observatories, and recently Thesis Abstracts, have all their contributions listed
there and also under a heading appropriate to their subject matter (albeit
‘Miscellaneous’ in quite a few cases, primarily to avoid an excessive number of
categories with very few entries).

Notes were for many years to be found towards the back of each issue as a
repository for all manner of news items, personal notes, obituary notices, ezc.,
etc. The last of these (in the period covered by this General Index) appeared in
1983, probably as a result of more expeditious methods of communicating such
information. However, an experimental reintroduction of Nozes featured in the
first issue of 2004, offering a ‘stop press’-type opportunity for the inclusion of
late-breaking news.

Papers are listed under the category of their main topic, e.g., ‘Galaxies’, and
perhaps under another, e.g., ‘Radio Astronomy’, if deemed appropriate. Because
of the strong bias of contributions in The Observatory towards stellar astron-
omy, several categories relating to ‘stars’ appear, and readers should hunt among
all of them for items of interest. Perhaps an ‘Object Index’ would have been
useful but we have (lazily perhaps) shied away from that undertaking. As an
aid in seeking out the most suitable categories in which to begin a search, a list
of categories is given ahead of the Subject Index. Note that several sub-cate-
gories have been grouped under ‘Astrophysics’, the intention being to gather
together a number of rather general (particularly theory-based) items.

In a similar way, a number of sub-categories are collected under the banner
of the Royal Astronomical Society, with which the Magazine has had such a
long association. All of the Ordinary Meetings in London have been reported
in the Magazine together with those that have occurred ‘out of town’ in recent
years as part of the National Astronomy Meetings. Quite a number of the RAS
Specialist Discussion Meetings have also been recorded, although some reports
now appear in Astronomy & Geophysics, the RAS’s ‘house’ journal. The form
these reports has taken has changed across the years, from narrative records
through collections of abstracts to summaries produced by the meeting organ-
izers. As a result, the way that individual contributions have been included in
this Index has also changed: only where those contributions were easily identi-
fiable have they been listed. The same is true of the reports of other meetings,
especially of the Herstmonceux Conferences.

Finally, with an eye to the future, when readers may wish to consult past
copies of The Observatory for research purposes, especially research of an histor-
ical nature, we have provided a list of acronyms and abbreviations appearing in
the Magazine during the time span covered by this Index; the probable issue
when the term first appeared is also given. Its compilation has not been easy,
as often, particularly in meeting reports, they have not always been defined on
first use. And yet their proliferation, especially in connection with instrumen-
tation and space astronomy, has been widespread. Thanks are due to several
authors who were contacted by email and invited to dredge their deepest memo-
ries for acronyms they used many years ago; and also to Professor Ian Howarth
and Dr. Paul O’Brien, who both (having been Editors) searched their memo-
ries too in this good cause. Even so, one or two have escaped definition and are
marked by ‘(?)’. (One or two more, being defined in a particular paper and only
used there, have been omitted.) This list also includes a few names which have
been presented in the Magazine in capital letters but which appear not to be
acronyms.

In the same vein, a list of bibliographic abbreviations has also been included
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for the benefit of those unfamiliar with the terse — but very convenient —
forms used in journal references for many years by this Magazine (and, more
recently, by other journals).

Following the completion of this second draft of the General Index, the third
member of the present editorial team, Stephen Fossey, has been turned loose
to use his eye for detail to ensure a good measure of consistency throughout
and to check for those errors that are all too easy to overlook when being too
close to the subject for too long. He is also the man to make it available elec-
tronically on the Magazine’s web site (http://www.ulo.ucl.ac.uk/obsmag/). Thus
the present work is very much a team effort.

Finally, the Editors want to thank the Royal Astronomical Society for partial
financial support for this venture. — DAVID STICKLAND.

Reference

(1) D. J. Stickland, in A. Heck (ed.), Organizations and Strategies in Astronomy, Volume 4 (Kluwer,
Dordrecht), 2003, p. 205.
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